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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

May the peace and joy of Lord Jesus Christ be with us all.

I must certainly start with thanking the Lord for all the

blessings he showers on our Diocese. On 27 September

2012, we had the Diamond Jubilee Congress  $��%�&' with

all our priests, religious and the faithful. It was indeed a

gathering where we had the experience of the presence of

our God and of our blessed Mother, Mary Help of Christians.

The presence and participation was very good and the

suggestions were indeed progressive and practical. The

presence of our Archbishop Emeritus, Most Rev. Michael

Augustine was a sign of continuity and a blessing of the

Lord Himself.

Let me thank all the people who were involved in organizing

so meticulously under the leadership of our Vicar General.

A special word of thanks to Fr. G. Mathias and Fr. S.

Lourdusamy for their paper presentation.
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This year month of October is a significant month for the

Universal Church. As we have been waiting and preparing,

the long awaited Synod of Bishops on “New Evangelization”

following which the year of faith will be celebrated. We as

part of the Universal Church have been praying, studying

and animating priests and people in different ways. Now

let us all assist our Holy Father and the Synod with our

prayers. This year will certainly strengthen us in faith,

take us to a deeper understanding of Vatican II and the

‘Catechism of the Catholic Church” source of renewal and

strength.

It is significant that it takes place in the month of October,

the month of the Holy Rosary. She will certainly guide the

Synod and the Church in this period of struggles and

possibilities. Let us invite our people and families to pray

the Rosary.

We will also celebrate the Silver Jubilee of our priests in

this month. Rev. Frs. Jayaseelan, Daniel, Nicholas,

Kulandesu, Arockiasamy. Y, Roy Lazar. They have dedicated

themselves at the service of the people of God. Their

selfless dedication has certainly built up our people and

our institutions. We thank the Lord for their wonderful

gift. Certainly, we do remember their parents and brothers

and sisters for their sacrifice. I am sure their continued

presence will build the kingdom of God and the lives of

our people. We pray for their continued good health and
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fulfilling ministry. May the Master, Jesus Christ build His

disciples so that the faith of the people be built on a solid

foundation.

Accepting the call from the Holy Father and invitations

from Tamilnadu Bishops’ Council, we will declare the

coming year ‘The Year of Faith’ in our Diocese. Holy Father

has declared as we know from 11 October 2012 to 24

November 2013 as the ‘Year of Faith’. This he will do so in

Rome with all the bishops and Synodal fathers. In our

Diocese, though begin with the Universal Church on 11

October, we will have a mass on the evening of Wednesday,

24 October 2012, in the Cathedral with all our priests and

people and declare officially the ‘Year of Faith’. I encourage

as many as possible to join and pray with the entire

Universal Church.

The Apostolic Nuncio has accepted to come and pray with

us on the celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of the

Diocese. He will be in our Diocese on 07th and 08th,

November 2012. We welcome the Ambassador of our Holy

Father in our Diocese. It is a sign of gratitude to God and

unity with the Church. Let us first of all pray that this

event will strengthen our unity and faith and give us the

strength to carry on with this faith journey. The detailed

programme will be sent to you later.

Before concluding, I would like to give some highlights of

the Church’s Teaching on Evangelization.
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� The Second Vatican Council didn’t need to say much

about Evangelization: it was entirely about it!

� ‘The Second Vatican Council sought to renew the

Church’s life and activity in the light of the needs

of the contemporary world. The Council emphasized

the Church’s “Missionary Nature”, basing it in a

dynamic way on the Trinitarian Mission itself. The

missionary thrust therefore belongs to the very

nature of the Christian life, and is also the

inspiration behind ecumenism: “That they may all

be one… so that the world may believe that you

have sent me” (Jn17:21).’ Redemptoris Missio 2

� “Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation proper

to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in

order to evangelize.” (no.14)

� “The Church evangelizes when she seeks to convert,

solely though the divine power of the message she

proclaims, both the personal and collective

conscience of people, the activities in which they

engage, and the lives and concrete milieux which

are theirs.” (no. 18).

� “In the Long run, is there any other way of handing

on the Gospel than by transmitting to another person

one’s personal experience of Faith?” (no.46)

� Evangelization “is the primary service which the

Church can render to every individual and to all
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humanity in the modern world which has

experienced marvelous achievements but which

seems to have lost its sense of ultimate realities.”

Let us once again remind ourselves to rejoice and thank

God for these Sixty Years of Journey as a Diocese and

pray to the Lord and to our blessed Mother to journey with

us in the future.

May the Lord remain with us!

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB
Bishop of Vellore

Bishop’s Programme

24-25 Monthly Recollection

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB
Bishop of Vellore

Considering the pastoral needs of the Diocese, the following

appointments were made:

1. Rev. Fr. D. Amal Raj Parish Priest, Thenimalai

2. Rev. Fr. P. Gnanasekar Parish Priest, Thandrampet

3. Rev. Fr. S.C. Jeya Kumkar Asst.P.P, T.V.Malai

4. Rev. Fr. A. Jonas Philomina Doss Asst.P.P, Chetpet

+Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB

Bishop of Vellore.
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Diamond Jubilee Celebration

Nuncio His Excellency Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio

has accepted to preside over our Diocesan Diamond Jubilee

Thanksgiving Eucharistic Celebration on 8th November,

2012 at 05.30 p.m. at Assumption Cathedral Campus.

Regional Bishops will also join us as we thank the Lord

for all the graces God has showered upon our Diocese.

You can inform the people about the date of the Diamond

Jubilee Celebration. The Detailed information will be sent

to you later.

2. Monthly Recollection:-

Our Monthly Recollection for the month of October will be

on 24-25, 2012.

Programme:

24th October: ‘Year of Faith’ -Concelebrated Eucharistic

Celebration presided over by our Bishop

at Cathedral at 06.00 p.m.

25th October: Recollection & Silver Jubilee Celebration

3. Year of Faith

Pope Benedict XVI has declared a ‘Year of Faith’ which will

begin on 11th October 2012, the 50th anniversary of the
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opening of the Second Vatican Council. Our Bishop Most

Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB will inaugurate ‘Year of Faith’

in the Eucharistic Celebration on 24th October at 06.00

p.m. in our Cathedral.

I request all religious communities and parishes in around

Vellore to participate in the ‘Year of Faith’ inaugural mass.

4. Sacerdotal Silver Jubilee Celebration

Rev. Fr. S. Jayaseelan, Rev. S. Daniel, Rev. Fr. M. Nicholas,

Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu, Rev. Fr. Y. Arockiasamy, Rev. Fr.

A. Roy Lazar celebrate their Sacredotal Silver Jubilee this

year. As a presbyterium we will have their Silver Jubilee

Celebration during the October Monthly Recollection on

25 October, 2012. Let us honor and felicitate the

Jubilarians for their wonderful service to the Diocese.

5. Year of Faith a Special Retreat for Priests of

Tamilnadu:

With Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in November, you can

do your annual retreat at any place at your convenience

as our Bishop informed in his letter dated 05.09.2012.

Shrine Basilica of Vailankanni is offering an opportunity

for priests to do their annual retreat in December. TNBC

encourages priests to participate in this retreat in the

‘Year of Faith’. You are most welcome to join in this

retreat.
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A) Main Preacher: Rev. Fr. Matthew Naikomparambil.

Dates: From Monday 3rd December 2012 at 9.00 a.m to

Friday 7th December 2012 at 1.00 p.m. Venue: Vailankanni

Retreat Centre, Shrine Basilica of Our Lady of Good Health,

Vailankanni-611 111.Fees: Rs. 100/- payable at the Venue.

Please register as soon as you make a decision. Last Day

for Registration 31st October 2012.

B) Contact: Rev. Fr. Muthusamy (Cell No: 9443514648),

Secretary- Commission for Evangelization and Charismatic

Renewal, Bethsaida, Jesus Christ Healing Centre, Infant

Jesus Nagar, Madha Kottai Road, Thanjavur-5.

6. New Telephone Directory – 2013

New Telephone Directory for the year 2013 will be

published by the Clergy Commission. Please check your

phone number, name of your parish, Institution and your

personal mobile number in the present Telephone

Directory 2012.

If anything is to be corrected or added, please do inform

the Bishop’s Secretary before the end of November 2012

and help us to bring out the new Telephone Directory 2013

in time. (Secretary Cell: 9486424003)

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

Vicar General
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THE DIAMOND JUBILEE CONGRESS

27th September, 2012

The Diocese of Vellore celebrates sixty years of its

existence this year. In view of the conference, a

committee was formed with the Vicar General, Rev.

Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy as its Head, the Curia

members and Rev. Dr. S. Lourdusamy, Rev. Dr. A. John

Baptist and Rev. Dr. Mangala David as coordinators to

look into the celebrations. As part of the celebrations, a

special prayer was written thanking God for the

numerous graces obtained in the last sixty years and

seeking continued blessings and protection through the

intersession of the patron saints of the Diocese. The

committee organized the Diamond Jubilee Congress on

27th September 2012.

The invitations for the congress were sent out to

all the priests of the Diocese, the vice presidents of parish

councils and one lady representative from every parish.

In addition to that, from each vicariate, two members of

youth, two catechists, four teachers, two members of

pious associations and two religious were also included

in the list of invitees. Around fifty people who are heads

of institutions and pious associations formed the list of

special invitees. Altogether, around six hundred people

participated in the congress.

Most. Rev. Dr. Michael Augustine, former Bishop

of Vellore and Archbishop Emeritus of Pondicherry-
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Cuddalore presided over the congress. as the Chief

Guest. The Vicar General Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy

welcomed the gathering. The Bishop of Vellore, Most.

Rev. Dr. Soundararaju Perianayagam, SDB., gave the

presidential address and declared the conference open.

The morning session started with a talk by Rev.

Dr. G. Mathias who briefed on the history of the Diocese

and put forth the several achievements that it has seen

by the grace of God. He listed the main contributions of

the six bishops of the Diocese and also shared the main

challenges that they faced. He ended the presentation

suggesting personal sacrifice as an important means of

attaining continued growth and success of the Diocese.

Two questions were recommended by him to be taken

up in the group discussions – one on the role of the

laity and Anbiams (Basic Christian Communities) in the

ministry of evangelization and the other to suggest how

the liturgical and sacramental services, pious activities

and charismatic movements could become better aids

in our spiritual lives.

Rev. Dr. S. Lourdusamy, in his presentation on

the Integral Social development, commended the vital

role played by the VSSS (Vellore Social Service Society)

and CRS (Catholic Relief Services) & TVMSS in the social

development in the Diocese and listed out the key

achievements and challenges faced in the journey. He

also put forth some of the major challenges that he

envisaged in the future. He suggested two questions to
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be brainstormed in order to come up with the roles and

responsibilities of various diocesan associations and the

Bishop, priests, religious and the laity.

Rev. Dr. A. John Baptist and Rev. Dr. Mangala

David initiated the first and second group discussions

respectively, which was held according to respective

vicariates and was presided over by the respective Vicar

Forane while the secretaries of the vicariates recorded

the salient points.

The afternoon session saw the presentations of the

salient points recorded during the group discussions, to the

audience by the eight vicariates. This session was moderated

by the Vicar General Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy.

The final draft was prepared by Rev. Dr. S. Lourdusamy,

Rev. Dr. G. Mathias and Rev. Dr. A. C. Savarimuthu.

It was followed by the Holy Mass presided over by

Most. Rev. Dr. Michael Augustine, former Archbishop

Emeritus of Pondicherry-Cuddalore and concelebrated

by Most. Rev. Dr. Soundararaju Perianayagam, SDB.,

Bishop of Vellore. The draft for promulgation was taken

up in procession and offered on the altar. The first part

of the draft was read by Rev. Dr. Mangala David while

the second part was read by Rev. Dr. A. John Baptist.

Finally the Vicar General, Rev. Msgr. M. Joe

Lourdusamy thanked everyone who worked for the

success of the congress. The procurator, Rev. Fr.

S.Arulappan arranged the food and refreshments for
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the participants with the help of staff members and

volunteers. Rev. Fr. A. R. Antonysamy, Director, VSSS,

handled the hall and seating arrangements. Rev. Fr. A.

Arockia Samy, Director, Catholic Pastoral Centre (CPC),

was the Master of Ceremonies.

On the whole, it was a wonderful family coming

together of all the people with its shepherd. The congress

provided an opportunity to all the participants to reflect

the past, assess the present and plan for the future

journey of the Diocese.

Rev. Dr. A. John Baptist

Rector

PROCURATOR’S OFFICE

DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND - 2012

S.No. Religious Province / Generalate Amount

1. Adoration Provincialate 10,000

2. St. Anne's Generalate 25,000

3. Sister of the Destituts 5,000

4. Congregation of Teresian Carmelities 5,000

5. St. Aloysius Gonzaga - Pondicherry 10,000

6. St. Thomas Hospital 30,000

7. Grace and Compassion 5,000

8. St. Joseph's Province 15,000

9. A.C.Provincial House 20,000

10. Congregation of Daughters of Mary 10,000
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11. Convent of St. Brigitta 1,00,000

12. Vimalalaya Regional House 10,000

13. St. Teresa's Generalate 10,000

14. Cluny Provincialate 5,000

Total 2,60,000

Religious

1. St. Charles Convent - Tirupattur 30,000

2. Little Flower Convent - Ranipet 30,000

3. St. Charles Convent - Ammoor 30,000

4. St. Charles Convent - Yelagiri 10,000

5. Don Bosco Centre - Yelagiri 10,000

6. Bosco ITS - Yelagiri Hills 15,000

Total 1,25,000

S.No. Parish Amount

1. Katpadi 10,000

2. Gandhi Nagar 10,000

3. A.Kattupadi 1,000

4. Kodayanchi 1,118

5. Christianpet 5,856

6. Sathuvacharry 3,053

7. Gengapattu 1,000

8. Ranipet 2,000

9. Gandhi nagar 2,500

10. Jolarpet 4,018

11. Tiruvettipuram 3,000

12 Alliyanthal 2,000
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13. Thachambadi 1,200

14. Arni 1,000

15. Japthikarani 110

16. Santhavasal 300

17. Pathiavaram 425

18. Arakkonam 5,260

19. Mosavadi 500

20. Thandarampet 500

21. Narasingapuram 500

22. Haffieldspet 1,270

23. Mekkalure 1,000

24. Melpudupakkam 1,000

25. Perumanam 530

26. Thalayampallam 500

27. Arcot 500

28. Cathedral 10,000

29. Jolarpet 7,725

30. Fr.Thangaraj - Rome 25,000

31. Fr.Sagayanathan Kanikairaj - U.S.A 25,000

32. Fr.Irudayasamy - Ireland 16,250

Total 1,44,115

Thanks for your generous contribution for Diamond

Jubilee Fund. Those who have not yet sent Diamond Jubi-

lee Fund kindly send to us as early as possible.

Fr. S. Arulappan
Procurator
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RCM SCHOOLS MANAGER'S OFFICE

DIOCESAN MERIT SCHOARSHIP
FOR THE YEAR - 2012 HIGHER SECONDAY

Arakonam Vicariate

01. H.Naveena Arakonam 1059/1200

02. S.Fidencia Arakonam 1042/1200

Chetpet Vicariate

01. Y.Syprus Ithuriel Pathiavaram 1128/1200

02. S.Sumathi Chetpet 1127 / 1200

Polur Vicariate

01. R.Selvamani Veeralur 0959/1200

Tirupathur Vicariate

01. C.Mariya Kovilore 1038/1200

02. S.R.Ramya Udeyandiram 1013/1200

T.V.Malai Vicariate

01. J.Infant Raj Allikondapattu 1078/1200

02. A.Stephen Raj Thalayampallam 0982/1200

Vandavasi Vicariate
01. T.Shoba Vandavasi 1138/1200

02. A.Oliver Raja Vandavasi 0951/1200

Vellore Vicariate

01. M.Mary Priscilla Sipcot - Ranipet 1068/1200

02. Infi Sharon Paul Gandhi Nagar 1045/1200
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Vettavalam Vicariate

01. D.Jenci Priya Vettavalam 1015/1200

02. B.Mary Infancia Gengupattu 0766/1200

DIOCESE 1st MARK STUDENTS

01. T.Shoba Vandavasi 1138/1200

02. Y.Syprus Ithuriel Pathiavaram 1128/1200

DIOCESAN MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
FOR THE YEAR - 2012 Xth STD.

Arakonam Vicariate

01. A.Suriya Prakash Arakonam 471/500

02. F.Benish Franklin Arakonam 459/500

Chetpet Vicariate

01. W.Ajay Praveen Chetpet 459/500

02. M.Maria Anusha Chetpet 457/500

Polur Vicariate

01. S.P.Shailaja Thukapet-Chengam478/500

02. P.G.Jene Pricilla C.Nammiandal 469/500

Tirupathur Vicarite

01. R.Sangeetha Udayendiram 452/500

02. A.Anjali Udayendiram 428/500

Tiruvannamalai Vicariate

01. M.Saranya Christy Allikondapattu 473/500

02. A.Arul Mary Thalaiyampallam 422/500
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Vandavasi Vicariate

01. X.Harshitha Vandavasi 485/500

Vellore Vicariate

01. D.Sheran Dass Gandhi Nagar 489/500

02. J.M.Abishek Bagayam 474/500

Vettavalam Vicariate

01. A.Akash Marian Vettavalam 422/500

02. A.Licko Praveen Gengapattu 407/500

DIOCESE 1st MARK STUDENTS

01. D.Sheran Dass Gandhi Nagar 489/500

02. X.Harshitha Vandavasi 485/500

Congratulations to all the Students / Correspondents /

Parish Priests kindly collect the Cash Award from the

Manager.

Fr. A.C.Savarimuthu

Manager, RCM Schools
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TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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HEALTH COMMISSION

The DHA Meeting began at 10.30 am on 15th September

2012 in TVMSS which was started with prayer. From CBCI-

CARD RNTCP Project of Tamil Nadu, Dr. Pricilla explained

with the help of power point presentation about RNTCP

(Rural National TB Control Programme). The goal of TB

control programme is to decrease mortality and morbidity

due to TB and to cut transmission of infection and "REACH

THE UNREACHED". She explained about drugs and

resistance of drugs.

Tiruvannamalai DOT Supervisor Mr. Thinesh spoke about

category I, II and MDR (Multi Drug Resistant). Then

KIRUBALAYA from Mount Carmel Sr. Swathi and Mr.

Muthuselvan explained about their social work with the

HIV and AIDS affected people.

Sr. Leo Fr. K.S.Gnana Jyothi

DHA Secretary        Director, Health Commission & TVMSSS
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Ordination Day

Rev. Fr. R. Fathimanathan 13.10.1980

Rev. Fr. M. Sebastian 13.10.1980

Birthday

Rev. Fr. S. Lazar Savarimuthu 02.10.1951

Rev. Fr. D. Arockiasamy 06.10.1978

Rev. Fr. G. Arockiasamy 07.10.1950

Rev. Fr. A. Joseph 07.10.1972

Rev. Fr. John Valarkott 10.10.1932

Rev. Fr. A. Maria Michael 12.10.1944

Rev. Fr. P. Albin Justus 14.10.1953

Rev. Fr. P. Leo Maria Joseph 15.10. 1980

Rev. Fr. K. P. Kurian 17.10.1932

Rev. Fr. P. Alexander 24.10.1967
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Rev. Fr. D. Maria Joseph 28.10.1941

Rev. Fr. S. Paularasu 28.10.1977

Calender

01 Mon St. Theresa of the Child Jesus

02 Tue The Guardian Angels

04 Thu St. Francis of Assisi

07 Sun 27th Ordinary Sunday

14 Sun 29th Ordinary Sunday

15 Mon St. Teresa of Avila

16 Tue St. Margaret Mary

17 Wed St. Ignatius of Antioch

18 Thu St. Luke, Evangelist

21 Sun 29th Ordinary Sunday (Mission Sunday)

24 Wed St. Antony Claret

28 Sun 30th Ordinary Sunday

Necrology

1. Rev. Fr. Joseph Parampet 01.10.1989

2. Rev. Fr. P. K. Antony SDB 02.10.1983

3. Rev. Fr. J. Martin SDB 03.10.1986

4. Rev. Fr. V. P. Antony Samy 03.10.2000

5. Rev. Fr. A. Devadoss 04.10.1989

6. Rev. Fr. Edward Giterrez SDB 08.10.1976

7. Rev. Fr. Maggioni SDB 21.10.1983

8. Rev. Fr. Mary Sochi SDB 24.10.1974

28

9. Rev. Fr. Henry Remeri SDB 24.10.2000

10. Rev. Fr. G. Antony Adimai 24.10.2010

11. Rev. Msgr. Menezes 26.10.1994

12. Rev. Fr. Varghees SDB 27.10.1983

13. Rev. Fr. Jose M. Lawrence 27.10.2003

14. Rev. Bro. Xavier Savarimuthu SDB 28.10.1967

Intentions

Let us pray for the new evangelization. That the New

Evangelization may progress in the oldest Christians

countries.

Let us pray for the World Mission Day. That the celebration

of World Mission Day may result in a renewed commitment

to evangelization.


